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S1R, 
T was the complaint of a predeceſſor of 
yours of bullying memory, that The 
poor abuſes of the times wanted counte- 
nance.” - Vou are determined that, as far 
as your art and power can extend, (and 
in your ſituation they axtend very far) 


no ſimilar complaint ſhall be made in 


our days. Almoſt every paſſage of your 
Life would juſtify me in this aſſertion. 
But I am led to it more particularly 
at preſent by your conduct in the Houſe 
of Commons laſt Monday, in molt ſcan- 
dalous violation of the dangerous truſt re- 
poſed in the Speaker hy that too eaſy and 
too inattentive Houſe. 

Perhaps, Sir, you may be at a loſs to 
gueſs what circumſtance I allyde to: For 
God only who knows (and indeed ſeems 
alone to regard them) can tell how many 
tricks of the ſame kind you are daily prac- 

A 2 tiſing. 


( 4 ) 


tiſing. I will therefore inform you. I 
mean your ſhameful behaviour to Sir Ed- 
ward Aſtley, and to the whole Houſe of 


Commons, when he would have preſented 


two petitions to the Houſe. I fay, when 
he would have preſented them r the 
Houſe : For you contrived to prevent that, 
and to have them preſented only 20 yourſelf: 
Though you need not information, I will 
mention the circumſtances: For, though 
I addreſs this letter to you, it is evident 
from its contents that my Intention is to 


_ expoſe you by informing others. 


This language, Sir Fletcher, does not 


guard nor diſſemble. I mean to give you 


every advantage by my words: For I am 


deſirous to know, though at my own pert}, 


at what ſtage of political deſtruction this 
country is arrived; and whether thoſe who 
dare be guilty of the moſt infamous prac- 


tices, dare yet by their own voluntary act 


invite their public notorious - canvals. 
Monteſquieu has ſomewhere obſerved that 


nations often remain free by the ſpirit, 
long after the principles of their conſtitu- 
tion are deſtroyed. That our'conſtitution 
and all the remedies it afforded us againſt 
oppreſſion are gone, I know. Now, Sir, 
I want to fee, by the ſteps you may think 


proper to take with this :ibe] (for I acknow- 
ledge 


E 


ledge it ſuch, if truth can be ſo) whether 


you imagine that the ſpirit is fled alſo ; and 


that the time is now come when govern= 


ment may pull off the maſk, and tell us 
plainly that they will no longer indulge us 
with the privilege we have for ſome time 


paſt enjoyed only at their diſcretion, the 


- miſerable privilege of Perillus's Tortured, 
to complain. | 

But, to the fat, | 
On the 6th--of laſt month, Mr. Tooke, 

a gentleman of Norfolk, was informed by 

2 note from Mr. Edward Barwell, one of 

the clerks of the Houſe of Commons, that 

he expected ſhortly to receive from Mr, 


De Grey, one of the members for Norfolk, | 


a-petition to the Houſe of Commons for 


leave to bring in a bill for incloſing, &c. 


certain common lands in a pariſh where 
Mr. Tooke had an eſtate. Which petition 
Mr. Barwell promiſed Mr. Tooke he ſhould 
ſee before it was preſented. This was the 
firſt notice of an intention of any applica- 
tion to Parliament. e 

On Sunday the 23d Mr. Tooke received, 
at his houſe in Surrey, a note from Mr. 
Barwell, incloſing a copy of the intended 
petition; in which the Chief Juſtice like- 
wiſe joined. This petition was to be pre- 
ſented the very next day. ä 


At 


e447} 


At this ſhort notice Mr. Tooke came to 
town on Monday morning early; prepared 
haſtily a counter-petition ; and waited on 
Sir Edward Aflley, his repreſentative, re- 


queſting him to deliver it. 


Sir Edward, with his uſual regard to 
juſtice, impartiality and honour, conſented 
to deliver it; in the ſame manner as he 
had previouſly conſented to deliver his col- 
league Mr. De Grey's petition : That ſo 
the Houſe might take them both into con- 
ſideration together. But not preſuming 
himſelf ſufficiently acquainted with the 
little forms and ceremonies of the Houſe, 
he informed the Speaker of the circum- 
ſtance; and deſired to know whether he 
(Sir Edward) could with propriety pre- 
ſent two petitions which were directly op- 
poſi.e to each other. Sir Fletcher affected, 
to think it very unuſual, improper and 


extraordinary. And indeed it is probable 
Sir Fletcher did think it extraordinary that 


there ſhould {till be left in the Houſe a 
man fo irapartial, juſt and diſintereſted as 
to preſent two Petitions affecting the pro- 
perty of his conſtituents, without taking. 
part on either fide. 

Sir Edward however perſevered in the 
line of his. duty, and very properly com- 


municated | to the relations of Mr. De Grey 


(who 


E 

(cho was himſelf in Norfolk) the contents 
of Mr. Tooke's counter-petition ; that 
they might not be ſurpriſed even by him 
whom they had meant to ſurpriſe, nor 
have any pretence to feproach Sir Edward 
with being deficient towards them even in 

the minuteſt punctiliio. 
When Mr. De Grey's relations faw Mr. 
Tooke's counter-petition, they were molt 
probably ſhocked thetnſclves at the glaring 


light i which the injuſtice of their own 


attempt was placed by it. They thete- 
fore withdrew their Petition; and” foon 
after framed another. And on the 2d of 
this month, Mr. Tooke was favoured by 
Mr. Barwell, with a copy of the new 
- petition ; which was directed to be de- 
livered on Friday the 4th, oy 
Mr. Tooke was therefore again forced, 
at this ſhort notice, to come to town and 
prepare a new counter-petition. Accord- 
ingly on the Friday, Sir Edward would 
Have'preſented the two petitions ; but the 
Speaker ſtopped him, and was then of opi- 
nion that petitions of that particular kind 
ſhould be preſented in à fuller Houſe, Sir 


Edward acquieſced to the reaſon; and the 
following Monday, the 7th, was fixed on 
by Mr. De Grey for delivering his petition, 
declaring that he would himſelf come from 
Norfolk, and be preſent at its delivery. 

| Accord- 
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Accordingly on Monday laſt Sir Edward 
offered them both together to the Houle, 
with that modeſty. which, though. it does 
him honour, yet gives ſuch men as Sir 
F 7 Norten the advantage he took 
Or 1t 
« This is very extraordinary,” faid Sir 
Fletcher, Could the gentleman aſk you 
to deliver his counter-petition? Did the 
gentleman aſk you ta do it? Ho, ho! Well, 
it is very extraordinary. You. muſt. bring 
| 4 up then. But dn the firſt. petition 
MI. De Grey s petition was chen recei- 
ved: and ſome member crying out, Hear, 
hear,“ and one part of the Houle beginning 
to give attention; the Speaker turned round 
to them, and ſaid 9 6c It 18 only a com- 
mon petition for a common aclalpre,” up- 
on which wilful fal ſehood and premeditated 
trick of the Speaker, the Houſe (as is uſual 
when mere matters of courſe are going for- 
ward, only preparatory to the buſineſs of 
the Houſe) Ke talking again, and heard 
no more. The moment Mr. De Grey's 
petition was read, the Speaker inſtantly 
muttered in a low voice, and as haſtily as 
poſſible, ** All you that are for the queſtion, 
tay Aye ; all you that are againſt 1 it, ſay 1 7 
the 


( \VETF 


the Ayes have it. Now bring up the 
other. 
Mr. De Gray's petition being thus ſmug- 


gled upon the Houſe by the Speaker, and 


the whole buſineſs decided by him, (with- 
out one ſingle member having ſaid aye or 
no, and without any one of them being 
aware of it or knowing it) the counter- pe- 
tition was then read over (ſuch is the 
Speaker's regard to forms and common 
ſenſe) againſt the paſſing of that queſtion 
which was already paſſed. And this peti- 
tion againſt the doing what was already 
done, was nevertheleſs ordered by the 
Speaker to lie upon the table. Very good 
ſenſe and great honeſty in your occaſional 
pretended forms, Sir Fletcher! «© You 
cannot preſent a counter-petition firſt. It 
is improper to give the petition and coun- 
ter-petition together: And it is too late to 
ive the counter-petition afterwards,” —— 

Indeed ! This puts one in mind of the witty 
advice of Sir Francis Bacon concerning the 
proper age to marry : A young man not 
yet; an old man never.” | 

But, Sir Fletcher, you muſt anſwer for 
this conduct to the Houſe, if their ſpirit is 
equal to the ſurpriſe and indignation of ſome 
ot the members who knew the contents of 
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the two petitions, and intended to > ſpeak to 
them ; but who by their ſurpriſe and mo- 
deſty were prevented (when they found too 
late what was done) from calling the 
Speaker to an immediate account for his 
conduct. 

The petition * Mr. De Gray and his 
Brother the Chief-juſtice (whale conduct, 

in a ſeries of tricking and high- handed in- 
juſtice, ſhall be hereafter fully examined) 
was thns ſmuggled through the Houſe on 
Monday the 7th. The bill will be read 
for the firſt time on Thurſday the 10th, 

for.the ſecond time, on Monday the 14th, 
and finally paſſed on Monday the 21ſt of 
this Month, 

And thus, with the connivance of ſuch 
a Speaker, may the right and property of 
any private gentleman in this kingdom be, 
in à fortmght, transferred to another by the 
Houle of Commons even without its own 
knowledge ; whilſt the lawful, unoffend- 
ing, owner may be on a voyage to the 
continent, or even on a journey to Vork- 
ſhire, and find on his return his lands and 
property exchanged and taansferred; with- 
out having any notice or ſuſpicion of the 
attempt, till after it hath taken. Pep. 
Theſe are the facts, 


And 
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And now, Sir Fletcher, I return to you. 
o you think it improper that the re- 
preſentative of a county, having, accord- 
ing to his duty, promiſed to preſent a pe- 
tition for one perſon, ſhould likewiſe pre- 
ſent a petition for another ; and thus, as 
far as he can, give both an opportunity of 
equal juſtice, by affordidg his weight and 
countenance to neither, till the merits ſhall 
have been heard, and juſtice determined 
him? 

What, not if he i is totally unacquainted 
with the merits of either petition? 
What, not if the firſt requires ſome be- 
nefit, in which another man's property is 
concerned, to be granted him by Parlia- 
ment (who are the guardians of rights, not 
the diſpenſers of favours or the deciders of 
partiEvlars cauſes ;) whilſt the ſecond Pe- 
titioner aſks no favour, but barely requeſts 
that his property may not be taken from 
him? 

What, not if the repreſentative has rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect that the-firſt petition _ be 
unreaſonable ? 

What, not if he even knows that the firſt 
a is an injuſtice? 

Since when, Sir Fletcher, Jak the firſt 
appl _n had this advantage, in your opinion, 
over 
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over all that come after ? It is well known 
that after having received fees for your ve- 
nal tongue, when it was openly let out for 
hire, you did not always faithfully obſerve 
this rule. 

But you ſay it is unuſual and extraordi- 
nary | You know the contrary, and that it 
is frequently done; almoſt every ſeſſions; 
certainly in the laſt, and in the preſent. 
You know not to mention others, that the 
petitions concerning the Selby navigation, 
now depending, were delivered for both 
fides by the ſame perſon. | 

But a groſſer falſehood than this was 
contained in your artful - queſtion to Sir 
Edward.—*< Did the gentleraan aſk you 
to deliver his counter-petition ?” You 
knew he did; and that Sir Edward not 
only told you ſo, but conſulted you upon 
it. How dared you to inſult the honeſt 
member and mock the houſe, whilſt you 
were enſnaring and prejudicing them by 
ſuch a queſtion. ? If Sir Edward had not 
conſulted you upon it before, yet he had 
told you, the very preceding moment, 
that he was defired ſo to do. But if he 
had not ſaid ſo, was the information ne- 
ceſſary? Do members of that houſe preſent 
petitions in other men's names without 
8 being 
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being aſked by them? And yet had you 
the aſſurance twice to repeat the ſame falſẽ 
queſtion with a ſneer. Perhaps, with your 
uſual modeſty of Chicane, you will anſwer 
that a gugſtion cannot contain a falſchood. 
Let this inſtance cc:found ſuch mean ſub- 
terfuge : your queſtion conveyed intelligi- 
bly. to thoſe who heard it, that you knew 
not the fact of which you aſked to be in- 
formed. And the real motive of your 
queſtion was, to caſt before-hand a ridi- 
cule and prejudice both upon him who 
made, and him Who nn this coun- 
ter- petition. 

But your laſt declaration. Was a falſe 
hood, whoſe motive ſhould degrade you 
from the chair. Vou knew the ſubſtance 
of both the petitions, and the uncommon 
circumſtances which attended them. And 
becauſe you knew they were nat common, 
and were fearful that their uncommonneſs 
ſhould alarm the houſe; in order to de- 
feat the counter-petition of even a hearing, 
and to prevent the attention of the houſe, 
you had the baſeneſs to declare aloud, that 
It was only a common petition for a 
common incloſure.” - If ſo, why did 


on Friday direct Sir Edward to delay it for 
a fuller houſe ? 


However, 


(5 


However, your tricks ſucceeded, The 
Houſe took their Speaker's word: heard 
not a tittle of what paſſed: and, as a mere 
matter of the moſt common and trifling : 
form, ſuffered you to paſs (by yourſelf, 

Without their knowing even that the queſtion 
was put, and without one fingle Aye or Ns 
being given on the occaſion) a queſtion con- 
cerning private property, without the ſmall- 
eſt pretence of public benefit or conveni- 
ence ; except perhaps that as the conſe- 

uence. to Mr. De Grey will 'be near a 
ouſand a- year profit, it may ſave the 
miniſtry the expence of a penſion; and ſerve 
as a precedent to confer ſimilar rewards on 
the creatures of the court at the expence of 
the honeſt country gentlemen ho oppoſe 
them. Y Ras AO O01 | 
Sir, I will veature to ſay that a Speaker 
who knew the circumſtances. as you did, 
would have been a traitor to the truſt re- 
poſed in him by that Houſe, it he had ſuf- 
fered ſuch an affair to paſs over without 
calling for their attention to what was do- 
ing. But if, as you did, he ſhould divert 
that attention, which they were ready and 
biginning to give; and ſhould by an ex- 
plicit, wilful falſehood, like yours, direct 


them not to attend to it; —ſuch a Speaker 
ſhould 


man 


| 
[ 
| 
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ſhould be puniſhed with more than degra- 
dation. Although by fo knaviſh a manage 
ment he had contrived, contraay to juſtice, to 
confer a favour on a creature of adminiſtra- 
tion, the brother of a Chief - Juſtice, an 
a connection of Lord Boſton; ' © — 
Sir, I am free to acknowledge that ſuch 
language as this I hold to you, and in ſuch a 
diſreputable channel, ſhould not in a po- 
liced nation be ſuffered even to a private 
individual, much leſs to the firſt great officer 
of. the people. But, alas! we are not a 
policed nation ;-for the laws have loſt their 
edge towards the guilty, and are no longer 
the refuge of the innocent. You are not 
the officer of the people; for though you 
bear that reſpected and awful name, yet 


yourſelf and all others know that you owe. 


our ſituation to the corrupt influence of 
that accurſed plan of power, which has left 
us no right but that of lamentation. This 
right I will freely exerciſe in this country, 
until the tongue Hall cleave to the roof of 
the mouth. All forts of puniſhment,” I 
know, are at the diſcretion of your em- 


ployers ; and, according to their fancy or. 


policy, they will, when they pleaſe, inflict 
it. But I ſhall think myſelf well reward=- 
ed, if I can only. awaken from their le- 

C - thargy 
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thargy ſome few honeſt members of the 
Houſe of Commons, to watch over the 
wickedneſs which you are daily perpetrate- 
ing under the pretence of form. 

And whatever happens to myſelf, I will 
ſay, with the patient Greck of old, 


' STRIKE—but HE AR. 
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The following are genuine copies of the 
t o Petitions alluded to. Thoſe who read 
hem will be able to form a judgment of 
he Speaker's worth ; ND L, 


To the Honorable the Commans of Great 
Britain in Parliament aſſembled. 


The humble Petition of THomMas DE 
_ Grey, Eſquire, Lord of the Manor of 
Tottington, in the County of Norfolk, 
and of ſeveral Owners and Proprietors 
of Lands within the Pariſh of Totting- 
ton, 


SHEWETH, 


HAT there are within the ſaid Pariſh 


of Tottington ſeveral common lands, 
conſiſting of common fields, half year 
lands, common paſtures, common mez- 
ts | | dows, 


Cole {3 


dows, and lammas meadows; and alſo 
ſeveral commons, commonable lands, 
heaths, or waſte grounds belonging to your 
petitioners, which in their preſent ſtate 
are inconveniently ſituated for the owners, 
and incapable of any conſiderable improve- 
ment. ä | 
That if the ſaid Lands were divided and 


allotted to your Petitioners, and all perſons 


intereſted therein, according to their re- 


ſpective rights and intereſts, the ſame 
would be greatly improved. 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray 
this Honorable Houſe that leave may be 
given to bring in a bill for dividing and 
incloſing the ſaid lands and grounds, in 
ſuch manner and under ſuch regulations 
as this. Houſe ſhall think proper. 


WM. SMITH, for Balls, a minor. 
CLEM. Watz, ] Truſtees for Robert 
THo. BARTON, J Knopwood, a minor 
JohN FROAST. Bk 
TrHomMas DE Grey. 

Wm. Croven, Vicar. 

WM. DR GRE. 


% 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great 
Britain in Parliament aſſembled. 


The humble Petition of WILLIAM Took, 
_ Eſquire, a Proprietor of Lands in the 
., Pariſh of Tottington, in the County of 

Norfolk, in Behalf of himſelf and ſeve- 
ral other Owners and Proprietors of 

Lands within the faid Pariſh of Tot- 
tington. 


SHEWETH, 

1 AT your petitioner hath been very 

recently informed that a petition 
would be preſented to this Honourable 
Houſe in the name of Thomas De Grey, 
Eſquire, lord of the manor of Tottington, 
in the county of Norfolk, and of ſeveral 
owners and proprietors of lands within the 
pariſh of Tottington ; ſetting forth, that 
if certain common lands, conſiſting of. 
common, fields, half-year lands, common 
paſtures, common meadows and lammas 
meadows, and alſo ſeveral commons, com- 
monable lands, heaths, or waſte grounds, 
within the faid pariſh were divided and al- 
lotted to all perſons intereſted therein, ac- 
cording to therr ręſpecti ve rights and intereſts, 
the ſame would be greatly improved. 


'That 


( 21 ) 
That your petitioner, and a great part 


of the owners and proprietors of lands 
within the faid pariſh, have not conſented 
to the above application for dividing, in- 
cloſing, &. Which they have reaſon to 
believe 1s ſolely intended for the great gain 
and emolument of the ſaid Thomas De 
Grey, Eſquire, to the great injury and de- 
triment of your petitioner, and other own- 
ers — proprietors of lands within the ſaid 
ariſh. JD! 

F That the ſaid Thomas De Grey, Eſquire, 
_ hath already made many and great En- 
_croachments upon the commons of the 
ſaid Pariſh, in violation of the lawful rights 
and eſtates of your petitioner, and other 
- owners of lands. | 
That your petitioner apprehends that 
the ſaid petition for dividing, incloſing, 
and alotting the ſaid lands, is not only in- 
tended to deprive your petitioner, and 
other owners, of their legal remedy againſt 
the ſaid encroachments on and violation of 
their lawful rights and eſtates; but the 
ſaid encroachments, &c. will be urged as 
claims to a much larger proportion in the 
propoſed allotments of lands, than the faid 
Thomas De Grey, Eſquire, would other- 
wiſe be lawfully intitled to. 

| That, 
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That, as your petitioner is informed, and 
verily believes, no previous public notice, 
by advertiſement or otherwiſe, has. been 
given by the ſaid Thomas De Gray, or any 
other perſon, for a public meeting of the 
proprietors and owners of lands, within 
the ſaid pariſh of Tottington, to be held 
for the purpoſe of conſidering the ſubject 
matter of the ſaid petition of the ſaid Tho- 


mas De Grey, Eſquire; but that the ſaid 


application to this Houourable Houſe for 
the incloſure of the ſaid common lands, 
Kc. of the pariſh of Tottington is made 
precipitately and partially, contrary, as 
your petitioner apprehends, to the uſual 
method in applications to this Honourable 
Houſe on fimilar occaſions ; the firſt notice 
of any deſign to apply to, this Honourable 
Houſe for an incloſure, having been very 
lately given to your petitioner by one of the 
officers of this Honourable Houſe, who 
was employed to prepare the ſaid peti- 
tion. 

That there can be no reaſonable pre- 
| tence, either of private damage from de- 
lay, or of public benefit by acceleration, 
for a haſty and immediate progreſs in the 
bill petitioned for by the ſaid Thomas 
De Grey, Eſquire. 

That 


( 23 ) 


That your petitioner reſides at the diſ- 

tance of One hundred miles from the ſaid 
pariſh of Tottington. 
' Your petitioner therefore humbly prays 
this Honourable Houſe, that ſufficient and 
convenient time may be granted to him 
and the other owners and proprietors of 
lands within the ſaid pariſh of Tottington, 
to be prepared and ready to make good 
their objections to the ſaid petition of the 
ſaid Thomas De Grey, Eſquire. | 

And that the diſputed rights of common 
between the ſaid Thomas De Grey, El- 
quire, and your petitioner, and other ow- 
ners of land within the ſaid pariſh, may 
be firſt duly ſettled and determined by a 
jury, according to the laws of the land, 
before leave be given by this Honourable 
Houſe to bring in a bill for the in- 
cloſing, dividing, and allotting of lands, 
according to thoſe reſpective rights. Your 
petitioner humbly and faithfully aſſuring 
this Honourable Houle, that there ſhall be 
no delay on his part, in bringing the ſaid 
encroachments and uſurpations of the ſaid 
Thomas De Grey, Eſquire, to a ſpeedy, 
final, legal iſſue. 


William Tookx. 
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T8 
SUBST ANCE of the DEBATE 


ON THE 
PRECEEDING LETTER, 


On FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 1774. 


Tims day the houſe waited for the Speaker,- 
there being three hundred members at leaſt preſent 
yore. he took the chair, which was preciſely at Three 
o'clock. | 


Size FLETCHER NoRtToON. 

I am extremely loth to take up the time of the 
houſe on any matter which immediately relates to 
myſelf. Yet as the —_— of it nearly con- 
cerns my honour, I am under the neceſſity of crav- 
ing your indulgence, I have one of the Honoura- 
ble Gentlemen in my eye, (Sir Edward Aitley) who 
may have it in his power to give the neceſſary 
explanations, the two others (Meſſrs. Sawbridge and 
Oliver) I perceive are not yet come, I ſhall, there- 
fore, in the mean time, proceed with the buſineſs 
of the Houſe for half an hour, hoping that by 
that time, either one, or both of them, may make. 


their appearance. 


In the' interim, ſeveral bills were preſented and 
petitions received, when, on Mr. Sawbridge's ar. 
rival, the Speaker ſaid, That is the Gentleman J 
waited for; and the Houſe in an inſtant was Si- 
lence. itſelf. | 

Sin FLETCHER Nokrox. 

I have been charged with a crime, which, if 
true, I ſhould be unworthy of the Honourable Seat 
I now occupy, or, indeed, of fitting withid theſe 
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walls. If it was only perſonal ſcurrility, or even 
general charges, I ſhould not trouble this Houſe ; 
I ſhould loox on them equaily unworthy your no- 
tice and mine; but it relates to a matter which is 
ſuppoſed to have paſſed here, and that too in the 
very Honourable Station I now fill. What makes 
it {till more ſerious is, that it reters to a ſeries of 
facts, which, as connected with my preſent fitua- 
tion, could not have happened without my know- 
ledge, and which I can aiirm folemnly I am to- 
tally a ſtranger to, further than the general tran- 
ſient knowledge I may have of matters of a fimilar 
nature. It is a letter in a public paper of this 
day, ſigned, *©* Strike, but hear,” publiſhed by H. S. 
Woodfall. Without entering into the ſubſtance of 
the whole, it contains, it charges me with a pre- 
dilection for Mr. De Grey, in the progreſs of the 
Tottington Incloſing Bill: than which, nothing 
could be more remote from my intention. I do 
not ſo much as know the Gentleman alluded to, 
further than ſeeing him in this Houſe; and as 'for 
his brother, the Chief Juſtice, who is one of the 
parties to the bill, I am ſure I have not the leaſt 
perſonal intercourſe with. I can with juſtice ſay, 
that as well on this, as every other occaſion of the 
fame kind, I have always acted with the ſtricteſt 
'\mpartiality, nor does any thing reſt on my mind 
relative to the matter, but that I thought yeſterday, 
as it was litigated, Counſel ſhould be permitted to 
be heard at the ſecond reading. As to the reſt, I 
truſt to the recollection of the Gentlemen immedi- 
ately concerned in the tranſaction. 


Sir Edwjrd Aſtley ſpoke for a conſiderable time 
in diſcuſſation of Sir Fletcher, but ſo low that it was 
impoſſible to hear diſtinctly what he ſaid. He 
however, denied all the facts charged in the letter 
which referred to himſelf, and concluded by taking 
the blame, as being guilty of a blunder. 
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Ma. SAWBRIDGE. 

The only knowledge I have of this buſineſs was 
the day the Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laft 
preſented both petitions, when I thought it ſomewhat 
exraordinary, that the ſame perſon ſhould preſent 
them, as one of them prayed for the bringing in a 
bill which the other prayed ſhould not be brought in. 
As to the part I took yeſterday in this buſineſs, it was 
merely on an application made to me, the preceding 
day, on account of the member's abſence in the coun- 
try, who was to have preſented it. On neither day did 
J perceive any foundation for the charge now made. 
if I imagined that the Honourable Member, againſt 
whom the letter alluded to is directed, was guilty ot 
any partiality, I ſhould not in the leaſt heſitate to com- 
plain to the Houſe of him, but I never have had the 
leaſt foundation for any ſuch complaint, as he has 
always ated with all the candour I could poſſibly 
defire. 


He was followed by Colonel Jennings and Sir John 
Turner, who confirmed the ſentiments of their leaders, 
the latter of whom beſtowed on Sir Fletcher the 
higheſt enconiums. 


SIR FLETCHER NORTON. 

The only motives which induced me to give the 
Houſe this trouble being now fully anſwered, I 
have no wiſh that any further notice ſhould be taken 
of it; the evidence of my innocence, and the appro- 
bation of my conduct, being all I had in view when 
I took up this buſineſs ; that being fully attained, I 
am perfectly eaſy as to the ſcurrility and falſehoods 
contaired in this ſcandalous libel. 


The Houſe now remained in a ſtate of ination for 
near two minutes, when Mr. Herbert moved that 
Henry Sampſon Woodtall, Publiſher of the Public 
Advertiſer, be ordered to attend at the bar of this Houſe 
on Monday morning next. He prefaced his motion, 
with the atrociouſneſs of the c#cnce, a ftrenuous 
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avowal of the privileges of the Houſe and the ne- 
ceſſity there was for the moſt formidable interpoſition in 
behalf of their Speaker. 


Sir Jos EFH MaAwBEY. 

How much ſoever deſerviug of puniſhment I may 
think the perſon, againſt whom this motion is intend- 
ed, I can by no means ſubſcribe to the mode now 
propoſed. We cannot forget the fate of the laſt con- 
teſt of a ſimilar nature, the ſame couſequences, in 
my opinion, ought to be avoided. Our orders will 
be probably contemned, and one ſure conſequence 
we may expect, is, to throw the people into a flame. 


Lox Dp Folks TONE. 

I cannot avoid condemning, in the ſtrongeſt terms, 
the publication alluded to ; but, for the reaſons 
aſligned by the worthy Member who ſpoke laſt, and 
others no leſs cogent, I think it would be much 
more eligible to addreſs his Majeſty, that he would 
be pleaſed to order his Attorney-General to proſecute 
him. 

. 

One Honourable Gentleman thinks it would be 
better that the aftair were dropped, becauſe the Right 
Hon. Perſon injured has expreſled a wiſh that it 
might, and becauſe it may be productive oi a quarrel 
with the City of London: the former can be no 
reaſon, becauſe it ought not induce us to give up 
our own privileges ; and, as to the latter, it is well 
known, that it people be pre- diſpoſed to quarrel, 
they can never want an opportunity to create one. 
If ſpitting, in your face will not determine you to 
reſent, they may preeced to blows, and aftet trample 
on you. As to the propofition of the Noble Lord, it 
is pretty mnch the {ame thing as if we were to peti- 
tion his Majeſty to protect us, his flaves, dependants, 
penſioners, and creatures, from the citizens of Lon- 
don, not being able to protect ourſelves. On the 
whole, I heartily ſecond the motion, and hope we 
ſhall not relax or deſert, as on a former 3 

ut 


2 


5 0059 


Ci 53 


but unite as one man in enforcing it to the full 
extent, 
Lord NoR rx. 

If a flame is to be the conſequence of our aſſerting 
our juſt rights and privileges, the ſooner it ſhall 
break out the better, that we may no longer be in 
doubt what theſe are. I already forſee all the pro- 

reſſional ſteps of this buſineſs; the Printer will re- 
Fuſe to attend, he will be taken into cuſtody, our 
officer will be committed, and ſome worthy alder- 
man, it any can be found, will ſhare the ſame fate, 
and, in turn, will be ſure to purchaſe popularity. 
On a former occaſion two gentlemen were committed 
to the tower, One of them failed in his expectations, 
the other, a very reſpectable magiſtrate, has had the 
good fortune to be revilled by the very perſons, whoſe 
rights he was ſuppoſed to have aſſerted, with every 
—— and abuſe that malice or faction could invent. 
All I can add on this head is, that if any ſhould be 
found emulous of ſuch honours, I wiſh they may 
meet with a fimilar reward, 


Mz. SAWBRIDGE. 

If I were preſent in the city at the time the Noble 
Lord alludes to, I ſhould have acted juſt in the ſame 
manner thoſe Gentlemen did ; regardleſs of the popu- 
larity he ſpeaks of and the other circumſtances accom- 
panying it, or the reſentment of this Houſe. If, on 
the preſent occaſion, it ſhould fall to my lot, I ſhall 
chearfully ſubmit to it : becauſe I would look upon it 
as ſuffering for the taithful diſcharge of my duty. And, 
if called upon, therefore, though no man is fonder of 
liberty, nor has leſs inclination to go into a priſon, yet 
in the defence of the legal rights of my fellow-citizens, 
I ſhall gladly embrace the opportunity of ſtanding up in 
their defence, The courts of law are open for redreſs ; 
I can therefore never conſent to a mode of proſecution 
and puniſhment ſo utterly repugnant to the true prin- 
eiples of the conſtitution. 
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Me. Dowpeswerr.. 

I can retain no doubt that the Houle is fully juſtified 
in the motion now propoſed, and cannot be too tena- 
cious in defending and protecting their own privileges, 
and enforcing a due obedience to their orders. Nor 
could there be a queſtion at this time of day concern- 
ing it, but for their own act, and tor the conſe uent 
weakneſs and diſrepute it has broughr on them. It is 
the light they ſtand in with the people, that could a. 
ſuch a matter into diſpute. This does not procee 
from the clamours of a mob or a rabble, but is tounded 
on the deliberate opinions of thoſe moit converſant in 
the conſtitution of their country. 


| NIA. JENEKISOx. | 
I ſuppoſe the matter the Right Hononrable Gentle- 
man means, is the affair of the Middleſex Election. 
But ſuppoſing we were wrong 1n that deciſion, are we to 
be ſo in every thing elſe ? Though I always thought, 
and ſhallever continue of the ſame mind, that we have 
done nothing on that occaſion, but what we are fully 
juſtified in. 


SIR WILLIAu MEREDITH. 

We are told, both within and without doors, that 
our conſtitution is gone. Vet, ſuch as it is, muſt not 
we abide by the forms of it, till another is ſubſtituted 
in its ſtead. 


Me. DEMPSTER. 

My intimate knowledge of our worthy Speaker, who 
has has been thus baſely and falſely calumniated, 1 
think calls tor another mode of proceeding than the 
one now propoſed ; for, ſuppoſing the motion now made 
ſhould be paſſed without further notice, in what manne1 
will it appear on the face of our proceedings? Not a ſyl- 
lable relative to his innocence. I ſhould therefore think 
that previous to any other reſolution, we ſhould paſs a 
vote expreſſive of our ſenſe of his innocence, and of the 
maliguity of the libel in which he has been aſperſed. 


As to the motion already made, l do by no means ap- 
prove 
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prove of it. There is no country in Europe, where re- 
drels for every ſpecies of private injury is ſo readily at- 
tained as in this; and as to public characters, this right 


of ſcrutinizing into their conduct, is one of the prime 


checks to enforce the due execution of their reſpective 
offices ; and even here we have had a recent inſtance of 
a firſt Lord of the Admiralty being done ample juſtice 
to by an Engliſh Jury, 


Mr. Herbert then withdrew his former motion to in- 
troduce that of Mr. Dempſter ; and it was 


Reſolved, nemine contradicente, That a Letter, ſigned 
% Strike, but hear,” in the Public Advertiſer of this 
day, was a falſe, atrocious, and ſcandalous libel on Sir 
Fletcher Norton, Speaker of this Houſe. Then fol- 
lowed Mr. Herbert's. 


Reſolved, That H. S. Woodfall, publiſher of the 
Public Advertiſer. do attend at the bar of this Houſe on 
Monday morning next. 
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